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WATCHES & WARNINGS...

Making outdoor preparations become increasingly
challenging once the wind speed reaches tropical
storm level. The National Hurricane Center issues
ZDWFKHV DQG ZDUQLQJV IRU VS
/IRFDO 1DWLRQDO :HDWKHU 6HU

ISSUED4 8 HOURS

IN ADVANCE OF
HFLUE (%UHDV RI GDQJ
I

v LEN R ERTERGNSET

ISSUEDB 6 HOURS

IN ADVANCE OF

HU
PREDICTEDONSET

issue additional watches and warnings to provide
GHWDLOHG LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ V§
YRRGVY DQG WRUQDGRHV

CWATCHESWARNINC
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STORM SURGE!:

Life-threatening flooding from rising water moving
inland from the shoreline.

STORM SURGE WATCH

danger is possible

STORM SURGE WARNING

danger is expected

TROPICAL STORM: >
An organized system of powerful thunderstorms
with a defined circulation and maximum sustained
winds of 39-73 mph.

TROPICAL STORM WATCH
conditions are possible

1 TROPICAL STRM WARNING
conditions are expected

HURRICANE: >
Winds that have reached a constant speed of 74

mph or above and blow in a large spiral around a
relatively calm center known as the “eye”.

HURRICANE WATCH

conditions are possible

HURRICANE WARNING

conditions are expected

HURRICANE HAZARDS

Hurricanes and tropical storms
threaten ALL areas of South

Carolina, including areas well inland.
ALL South Caroliniansneed to

prepare for hurricane season.

ACTION:

* Prepare your home and review
your plan for evacuation in case
an evacuation order is issued.

ACTION:

* |If directed by state or
local officials, finish
storm preparations and
leave the threatened area
immediately.

* HURRICANES@nNd tropical storms often produce widespread,
torrential rains, which may result in deadly and destructive
flooding. Flooding is a significant threat from tropical cyclones for

people living inland.

homes and turn outdoor items
wind gusts can snap or uproot

TORNADOESan accompany h

In South Carolina, 46 tornadoes were spawned by Hurricane
Frances in 2004, the most by any tropical cyclone in state history.
Additional storms that produced notable tornadoes in South
Carolina include Tropical Storm Beryl (1994) with 23 tornadoes,
including an F-3 tornado that injured 40 people, and Hurricane

WINDSfrom a hurricane can destroy buildings and manufactured
into dangerous projectiles. Strong

trees.

urricanes and tropical storms.

EXTREME WIND WARNING

*extreme sustained winds

of a major hurricane, usually
associated with the eyewall,
are expected to begin within
an hour.

ACTION:

» Take immediate shelter
in the interior portion of a
well-built structure.

Helene (2024), whichproduced 21 tornadoes.




PREPARE

PREPARE FOR THE WINDrhe saffi-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale estimates the potential
property damage caused by a hurricane’s sustained wind spes. Category 3 and higher hurricanes are major,
with the potential for significant loss of life and property damage. Categoy 1 and 2 storms are also dangerous

and require preventative measures.
W

P

CATEGORROME DAMAGE 74—95 Could lastseveral
1 « Some damage to roofs, siding, gutters, MPH days.
and trees.
CATEGORXTENSIVE DAMAGE 96—110 @ Near total power
2 « Material damage to buildings. MPH loss that could last
« Trees with shallow roots will be snapped several days to

or uprooted. weeks.

CATEGORMEVASTATING DAMAGE 111-129 Outages can last

« Extensive structural damage to MPH for several days
houses. to weeks.

 Trees will be snapped and uprooted.

CATEGORYATASTROPHIC DAMAGE 130-156 Outages could

« Buildings will sustain major structural MPH last for weeks to
damage. possibly months .

» Affected areas will be uninhabitable for
weeks or months.

CATEGORYATASTROPHIODAMAGE 157+  Outages will last

5 « Many framed homes will be destroyed, MPH for W_eeks to
with total roof failure and wall collapse. possibly months .

* Most of the area will be uninhabitable
for weeks or months.




NORTHERN COAST

Evacuation zones show areas that are most vulnerable to storm surge. Use the maps wailable at
hurricane.sc to identify your designated zone and incorporate it into your evacuation plan. For more
details, visit the KNOW YOUR ZONE page at hurricane.sc.
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HURRICANE EVACUATION

6RXWK &DUROLQD FRPSOHWHG LWV +XUULF BQ HRFMWVX® W QR QY &HWPXEEL QL

KD]DUGV YXOQHUDELOLW\

H\ UQGLQJV LQFOXGH

6RXWK &DUROLQD LV YXOQHUDEOH WR DOO WRSNV IRIHKXZD WRHILQ ARKR

storm surge.

The greatest concentration of vulnerability to hurricanes is located along t he immediate coast, but some
inland locations throughout Central and Upstate South Carolina have high winerability to hurricanes as well.

In coastal counties, more than half of critical infrastructure is vulnerab le to storm surge.

Results from the 2023 Behavioral Survey indicate that more than 80% of respondents have prior experience
with a hurricane or tropical storm, and almost 60% have evacuated from a hurriane in the past.

$ KXUULFDQHpV IRUHFDVWHG ODQGIDOO ORPDKH RVR ® QBF MXRWWLEDR Y

respondents’ evacuation decisions.

The State has enough shelter capacity to safely support the sheltering population during a hurricane

evacuation.

Lane reversals along 1-26 reduce the amount of time required to evacuate the central coast by 3-4 hours.

EMERGENCY

It’s important to have multiple ways of receiving emergency
alerts to stay informed about the latest situations and
necessary actions. Some reliable sources for emergency

alerts include Wireless Emergency Alerts on mobile devices,
NOAA Weather Radios, and local TV or radio broadcasts. Don't
rely on just one method for receiving information.

For additional notifications, consider signing up foCodeRED
alerts. You can customize the types of alerts you wish to
receive and choose how you want to receive them—via text
messages, voice phone calls, or emails.

You can register for CodeRED alerts through the SCEMD
website at scemd.org.

IMPORTA |

S.C. Emergency Management Division (SCEMD)
scemd.org

Public Information Phone System (PIPS)
1-866-246-0133 *FOR ALL INFORMATION
Only activated as needed / Spanish interpreters available

S.C. Department of Public Safety
scdps.sc.gov

National Hurricane Center (NHC)
hurricanes.gov

7KH 2IUFLDO :HEVLWH RI WKH ¢
sc.gov

S.C. Department of Insurance
doi.sc.gov ¢ 803-737-6160

American Red Cross
redcross.org * 1-866-438-4636

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
fema.gov ¢ ready.gov

S.C. Department of Public Health (DPH):
Care Line (general questions), 1-855-472-3432
Medical Equipment Power Shelters, 833-351-9990

S.C. Salvation Army
salvationarmyusa.org ¢ 704-522-4970

S.C. Department of Transportation
scdot.org ¢ 855-GO-SCDOT ¢ 855-467-2368
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improve hurricane planning and evacuation within the state for years taome.
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RUN FROM THE WATER

Storm surge inundation is the abnormal rise of water above
predicted tide levels. It is produced by a storm’s winds and
pressure pushing the water onto normally dry ground and
is expressed in terms of feet above ground levelDuring a
hurricane, storm surge flooding poses a greater threat to
life and property than high winds.

— Eye

&— HURRICANE'S DIRECTION

Pressure surge —— —Wind surge

Ocean surface

NORMAL HIGH TIDE

EE

STORM SURGE

High Tide
Mean Sea Level
Low Tide

Storm surge 1-3 ft. above ground level:
-Could knock you off your feet

-Can cause cars to stall or be swept away
-Not passable to light vehicles

Storm surge 4-6 ft. above ground level:
-Evacuate if ordered

-Move to higher ground if predicted
-Can enter homes

-Floating cars and debris

Storm surge 7-9 ft. above ground level:
-Evacuate

YLOOV UUVW YRRUV RI KRPHV Q¢
-Can’t see what’s in the water

Storm surge 10 ft. above ground level:

-Deadly and destructive

-Evacuate

-Can overwhelm whole coastal cities and towns
-Covers one-story homes

POWER POINTERS

+ Start preparing for a power outage now.

« Visit scemd.org for a list of all South Carolina power utilities,
complete with their outage reporting information.

» Downed Power LinesNever touch a downed power line or any
objects, such as tree limbs, that are in contact with it.

» Gas Leaksif you detect the smell of gas, evacuate immediately and
call 9-1-1 and your gas provider.

» Generator Safety: Only use generators with professional installation
when connecting them to your home'’s electrical system. Improper
use can pose risks to you, your neighbors, and utility workers. For
safety, plug appliances directly into the generator.

 Refrigerators and Freezers:Keep the doors closed as much as
possible to preserve cold air and prevent food from spoiling quickly.

» Cooking Precautions:If the power goes out while cooking, turn off

accidents.

START PREPARING FOR A POWER OUTA

the stove and remove cookware from the burners and oven to prevent. YISSICEMD.O@EIND A LIST OF ALL POWER UTILITIES S

COMPLETE WITH THEIR OUTAGE REPORTING

HURRICANE NAMES

Gabrielle (ga-bree-ELL)
Humberto (oom-BAIR-toh)
Imelda (ee-MEHL-dah)
Jerry (JEHR-ee)

Karen (KAIR-ren)

Lorenzo (loh-REN-zoh)

2 O 2 Qndrea (AN-dree uh)

arry (BAIR-ree)
Chantal (shahn-TAHL)
Dexter (DEHK-ster)
Erin (AIR-rin)
Fernand (fair-NAHN)

If there are more than 21 named storms in the Atlantic Ocean during a hurricaneason, additional storms will take names from a supplemental list.

Melissa (meh-LIH-suh)
Nestor (NES-tor)

Olga (OAL-guh)

Pablo (PAHB-I0)

Rebekah (reh-BEH-kuh)
Sebastien (sus-BASH-chuhn)

Tanya (TAHN-yuh)
Van (van)
Wendy (WEN-dee)




NORTHERN COAST

Evacuation zones show areas that are most vulnerable to storm surge. Use the maps wailable at
hurricane.sc to identify your designated zone and incorporate it into your evacuation plan. For more
details, visit the KNOW YOUR ZONE page at hurricane.sc.
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HILTON HEAD ISLAND, BLUFFTON & BIERORT AHMIS AREA

Hilton Head Island North Myrtle Beach & Northward
 Hilton Head Island evacuees will use both the William Hilton « UseSC 9to proceed tol-95.
Parkway US 278 Business) and the Cross Island ParkwayJs 278).

* As these two roads merge, a third lane will be formed by reversing
YRZ RO WKH LOVLGH B ¥ EfRstaenipagr fY e Beach

WUDIUF WR WKH WKUHH ODQH VHFWLRQ E Holt/Q&bqbriR ShdMdrtHwE Ptb BrRrIiR eres usessC 22

* LANE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS: (Conway Bypass) tdJS 501. Motorists using SC 31 (Carolina
1. The right lane orUS 278 westbound will exit ontoSC 170, Bays Parkway) or the Grissom Parkway will be directed north to
proceed to SC 462, then be directed tol-95 northbound at SC 22
1-95 exit 28 . )

2. The center lane orlJS 278 westbound will become the right lane « South of 10th Avenue North southward to the Myrtle Beach
at SC 170 which will be directed tol-95 northbound atexit 8 . Airport use US 501 toward Marion and beyond.

3. The left lane onUS 278 westbound atSC 170 will continue on
US 278 to Hampton and eventually to North Augusta. » Under certain conditions,US 501 will be converted to four lanes

northbound from SC 22to SC 576.
Bluffton (SC 46):

» Take SC 46 toward Hardeeville.
e Turn right onto Plantation Drive (SC 46), then right onto US 321.

» Myrtle Beach Airport southward through Surfside Beach use
SC 544to US 501.

» Follow US 321 to Estill and turn left onto SC 3. » Under certain conditions,US 501 will be converted to four lanes

* Take SC 3to SC 125, turning left. northbound fromSC 544 to US 378. The reversed lanes will carry

 Continue on SC 125 toward North Augusta, merging with Hilton SC 544 W U DI U BSRBTBWIire it will travel westbound tol-95
+HDG DQG %HDXIRUW WUDIUF DW 86 L Queliihiols. - VODQG

* Follow SC 125/US 278 to North Augusta.

Garden City Beach South

Beaufort
— to Winyah Bay, & Georgetown

* TWO-LANE EVACUATION:
Evacuees will use the two present northbound lanes oS 21to  * TakeUS 17 south through Georgetown, then takeUS 521 to
US 17 Upon reachindJS 17, the right lane will be directed tdJS SC 261to US 378 to Columbia.
17 north to SC 303 to Walterboro. The left lane will be directed ) o )
to US 17 south, then toUS 17 Alt/US 21to Yemassee and then ¢ Under certain conditions, an alternate route from Georgetown wil
ultimately to North Augusta. be Black River Road t&JS 701 to SC 51to SC 41to US 378 at

Kingsburg.

e THREE-LANE EVACUATION:

Under certain conditions, a third northbound lane will be formed

E\ UHYHUVLQJ YRZ LQ WKH LQUSLG#HUSRIXWKERXQG ODQH RI
Business ZHVW RI %HDXIRUW DFFRPBRADWLQJ WUDIUF IURP
This reversed lane will be directed td&JS 17 southbound and eventually

1-95 northbound atexit 33 (Point South). The remaining two lanes will

be used as described above for the two-lane evacuation.
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Bottled water
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Portable radio
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First Aid Kit
(including prescription

medications)
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NOAA Weather Radio Rain jackets,

pants, boots
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Flashlight(s) with
extra batteries

i)

Cash
HQRXJK WR UOO XS

vehicle with gas)

e-(9)

5

(food, diapers,

(ed

Mobile device chargers

&

(2 gallons per person

Plastic dishes,
eating utensils

Bedding & clothing

for each family member

Blankets, towels

Baby supplies

Hand sanitizer

Non-perishable food
(for at least 3 days)

Pet supplies
(food, leash, carrier,

vaccination records)

Soap, shampoo, other
personal hygiene items

Sunglasses, mosquito
repellent, sunscreen

Important documents
(driver’s license, Social
Security card, proof of
residence, insurance policies,
wills, deeds, birth and
PDUULDJH FHUWLUR
records, medical records,
family pictures, etc.)

medication)

e Toothbrush, toothpaste

DW

This Hurricane Guide was developed by the South Carolina Emergency
Management Division as a public service in collaboration with various
VWDWH ORFDO IHGHUDO DQG YROXQWHHU D
South Carolina Department of Transportation, South Carolina Deparent
of Public Safety, National Weather Service, Clemson University Exteion
Service, South Carolina Department of Insurance, South Carolina
Commission for Minority Affairs, Federal Emergency Management
$IJHQF\ $PHULFDQ 5HG &URVYVY DQG PRUH

6SHFLDO WKDQNV WR WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQV EH
contributions, which made this printing possible.

Suburban

Propane-

Have a plan. Make it personal.

scemd.org  @SCEMD

w

Visit + X U U L F Bb@eHrn\aBout your updated
hurricane evacuation zone and start your
KXUULFDQH VDIHW\ SODQ <R
O Rigfdritidti¥hkint the SdtihHaflita H@RQ@R D O
Guide and much more at+ XU U L F DYQui V H
go-to online resource for hurricane
preparedness in South Carolina.

For accurate, up-to-date information, rely on verified
sources suchas VFHP G aRAUKIX U U L F DoQrdkey H

informed decisions and avoid misinformation, rumors,
and false information.
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